caloric testing should certainly be carried out if cochlear or brain-stem function is also thought tobe involved. There Cases of sudden death on immersion in cold water have occasionally been reported as due to reflexly induced cardiac arrhythmias. The death is too sudden to 'be due to the inhalation of water, but clearly this is an additional factor in the causation of drowning. Though work in this field is likely to be limited because of the slight risk of cardiac failure on cold immersion the further study of the respiratory effects does deserve cautious investigation. The present paper is particularly welcome not only for its contribution to the study of survival but for its forthright emphasis on " the need for the occupants of small boats to wear a life jacket capable of keeping the face above water, and the danger in trying to swim even short distances to shore in cold water without one." 1 Pugh, L. G. C., and Edholm, 0. D., Lancet, 1955 There are similar problems with regard to the time at which feeding of the premature baby should commence, but more accurate tests are available in this field. The survival rate of premature babies is a poor criterion, for the quality of the survivors is what matters. Hypoglycaemia and hyperbilirubinaemia damage the brain, and it may not be possible to assess that damage until-well into school age. Hence in the early or late feeding controversy the blood glucose and the serum bilirubin levels are useful data when comparing one method of feeding with another. Other useful data include the presence of acidosis or ketonuria, and perhaps the response to glucagon or adrenaline.
A. Ylpp6 of Finland,' 2 the doyen of Finnish paediatrics, has long advocated early feeding; and since Finland has almost the lowest infant mortality in the world (14 per 1,000 live births) it is unlikely that his methods were far wrong. He showed that starvation led to acidosis, undue weight loss, and haemorrhages in the gastric mucosa. He advocated feeding the premature baby with 5% glucose on the first day and glucose and breast milk on the second day. Clement Smith, of Boston,' wrote in a discussion of Ylppb's work that " this brief resume must close'with the confession that to be on the other side of any argument from that held by Professor Ylppb gives one a sense of vague uneasiness." Yet he
